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I have not done a children’s homily here before, and what best day to do it 

then Christmas eve! So, I’d like to invite all the children to come and sit on the 

floor. All of you are going to help me with the homily today.  

Raise your hand if you like to receive presents? Now, why do we give 

people presents? Yeah, because it is one way that we let the other person know 

how much we care about them! How do you feel when you receive a present? 

Happy, joyful, loved…  

And in what type of occasions do people usually receive presents? Yeah, 

Christmas, birthdays, maybe in a school graduation, when people get married, 

when people are sick, oh and sometimes when people might be feeling sad, we can 

give them presents too…  

Well, we get many gifts throughout our lives, and when we get them, they 

might seem like the best thing in the world, and nothing can compare! We might 

even feel like our lives have changed and will never be the same now that we have 

it! But, as it often happens, after a while, we kind of start forgetting about it. I think 

this might happen to some of us with the presents we get from Santa and family 

this Christmas.  

Well… there is one gift that all of us have received, a very important gift 

that we remember at Christmas which is unlike any other gift that we get. It is a 

gift that you cannot buy at the store. You cannot download it in a phone, and 

believe it or not, you cannot even get it through Amazon! Does anyone know what 

gift I am talking about? It is a gift that comes from God… Yeah, the gift of the 

birth of Jesus! God has given us the gift of Jesus. 

(Bring out the giant present) 

Now, there are 385,000 babies born every day… what makes the birth of one 

baby born two thousand years ago named Jesus so special? What comes with the 

gift of Jesus that we can’t find anywhere else? Many things, but today I’ll share 

three things: 
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In the gift of Jesus, we find that God is with us. Before, people used to think 

God was so far away somewhere up in the sky. But in Jesus, God becomes one of 

us. We are reminded of this at mass when the priest says through him, with him, 

and in him.   

In the gift of Jesus, God’s presence is with us in the Church.  When all of us 

Christians come together like we are doing right now, we become the Body of 

Christ, aka the Church, and we are called Catholic which means universal because 

the Church is everywhere in the world, making God present. We remember this at 

mass when we say, “I believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.”  

And, in the gift of Jesus, we find LOVE! Jesus taught us many things, but 

everything always had to do with the greatest commandment: to love God, to love 

our neighbor, and to love ourselves. Think of it like a balloon. The more we know 

Jesus, the more love in our hearts as it expands. We experience the love of Jesus in 

our family (expand), when we pray (expand), when we forgive (expand), when we 

laugh (expand), even when we cry (expand)… until there is so much love of God 

in us (expand) that we can’t keep it to ourselves (expand) and “POP!” We end up 

sharing that love of God with others! The priest reminds us of this at the end of 

every mass by saying something like “mass has ended, go love and serve the Lord 

by your lives!” 

So there you have three things that come with God’s gift of Jesus. In Jesus, we 

find God, through him, and with him, and in him. In Jesus we find the one Holy 

Catholic and Apostolic Church. In Jesus, we find the love of God, and that is why 

the birth of Jesus is such a big deal!  

So, this leads us to a question: if God gives us such an important and unique 

gift, what kind of gift do you think we can give to God? 

I learned the answer to this question a few years when I was praying while 

imagining the nativity. 
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I saw myself walking behind the three wise kings as they followed the 

North Star towards where baby Jesus was. We finally arrived at the little 

stable-like house, the magi unloaded things from their camels and went in. I 

followed behind them. Once inside, they knelt next to the manger where 

Mary sat on the floor holding the baby. I knelt down too the end of the line.  

Then one by one I saw them present to Mary royal gifts for the baby. 

The first presented a box filled with gold and precious stones. Then the 

second presented a jar full of special oil, and the third began to present his 

gift, a bag of frankincense incense… I am looking at all of this when 

suddenly it hit me: I am next in line, but I did not bring a gift! What was I 

going to give to Jesus? I searched all my pockets hoping to find something, 

anything, but all I found was lint from the dryer! 

It was my turn. Mary turned to me, and embarrassed I just showed her 

my empty hands, shrugged my shoulders in deep apology and said “I am 

sorry… I don’t have anything for your son…” She smiled, and begins to hand 

Jesus over to me as she says;  

“Your empty hands, that is the perfect gift, that is 

exactly what he wants… so that way you can hold him!” 

 That day I learned that the only thing God wants from us, the greatest gift 

we can give back, is to simply accept, say yes, to the gift of Jesus, to extend our 

empty hands and receive God like we receive a baby, because that way we can 

hold him close to our heart. 

 Imagine that with me. Close your eyes and imagine yourself in the nativity 

with Mary, Joseph and the three magi. Now hold out your empty hands and see 

how Mary hands over baby Jesus to you. See yourself holding Jesus in your arms. 

With your eyes still closed, bring your hands to your chest over your heart, and 
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imagine the heart of baby Jesus, the heart of God, beating alongside your own 

heart.  

Now repeat this prayer after me:  

God, 

Thank you for the gift of Jesus. 

Jesus, I welcome you into my heart. 

Help me love like you. 

Amen. 

You may open your eyes. There, the gift of Jesus is inside. That love of God 

that the world experienced two thousand years ago when Jesus was born is 

inside of you, and like a balloon, is just about ready to pop so you can share 

Jesus with everyone else.  

Let’s begin by sharing Jesus with family. When I say “Go” I want you to 

carefully rush over to your parents and grandparents, give them a big hug and 

tell them you love them! That is the biggest gift you can give them for 

Christmas, the Gift of Jesus through your hug, that’s the type of gift they will 

never forget. 

Parents, receive the love of God through your children and one another. 

Merry Christmas, and let’s give each other the gift of Jesus. Go! 


